
1

ADVISORY BOARD

HENRY L. BARNETC MD

President

American Pediatric Society, 1981.82

JEREMIAH A. ❑ARONDESS, MD

President

New Ywk Academy of Medicine

.CHRISTINE K. CASSEL. MD

Professor and Chair, The Hemy L. Schwartz

Department of Geriatrics & Adult Development,

Mount Stnai Medical Center

Chair, American Board of Internal Medicine

JLJNE JACKSON CHRISTMAS, MD

Executive Director, Urban Issues Group, Inc

Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Columbia

University College of Physicians and Surgeons

HAROLD P. FREEMAN, MD

Director of Surgery, Harlem Hospital Center

Professor of Clinical Surgery Columbia

University College of Physicians and Surgeona

H. JACK GEIGER, MD

Arfhur C. Logan Profr$ssorof

Community Medicine Emeritus

CUNY Medical School

PASCAL JAMES IMPERATO, MD, MPH, TM

Distinguished Service Pro fessor and Chair

Department of Preventive Medicine and

Community Health

SUNY Health Science Center at Brooklyn

MICHIO KAKU, PhD

Henry Semat Professor of Theoretical Physics

Graduate Center, CUNY

PHILIP J. LANDRIGAN, MD, MSC

The Ethel H. Wise Professor & Chairman,

Depatiment of Community and

Preventive Medicine

Mount Sinai School of Medicine, CUNY

ROBERT J. LIFTON, MD

Distinguished Professor of

Psychiatry and Psychology

John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Graduate Center, CUNY

MICHAEL MCCALLY, MD, PhD

Professor & Vice Chair

Department of Community and

Preventive Medicine

Mount Sinai School of Medicine

Chair, Greenpeace USA

ZIA MlAN, PhD

Research Associate

Center for Energy and Environmental Studies

Princeton University

DOMINICK P. PURPURA, MD

Dean, Albefi Einstein College of Medicine of

Yeahlva University

JONATHAN SCHELL

Distinguished Writer in Residence

Wesleyan University

VICTOR W. SIDEL, MD

CoPresident, IPPNW
Pro fesaorof Social Medicine

Montefiore Medicel Center

Alberf Einstein College of Medicine

GERALD E. THOMSON, MD

Lamberf and Sonneborn Professor of Medicine

Senior Associate Dean, Columbia Univemity

CoIlege of Physicians and Surgeons

ARTHUR ZITRIN, MD

Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry

NYU School of Medicine

* Aml,ations ror !denltication purposes only

PSRNNTK3
PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY/NYC ~
Disarmament ● Environmental Protection ● Violence Reduction

July 12,1999 “

William H~bbard
6796 %9 J.IL15 All:!58

Docket Management Branch HFA-305
Food and Drug Administration “
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1601
Rockville, MD 20852

..
4

Re: Docket No. 98N-1038,
“Irradiation in the Production, Processing, and Handling of Fbod”

-
Dear Mr. Hubbard: .

We are concerned about the prospect of weakening the
labeling requirements for irradiated food. Too few medical studies
have been done to show conclusively whether irradiated food is
safe to eat. Even the improved e-beam irradiators introduce free
radicals, radiolytic products and carcinogens. Further, food
irradiation as a solution ignores the fact that factory farms, feed
lots and slaughtering facilities are the cause of contamination in
meat supplies.

In any case, foods containing ingredients that have been
treated by irradiation should be clearly labeled on the principal
display panel and accompanied by the radura, the international
symbol of irradiated food. If the food is not packaged, this

$informations ould be clearly displayed on a poster in plain view.
Like other labels required by federal law, irradiation labels

must be truthful. Proposals to use euphemistic phrases like “cold
pasteurizationr’ are misleading because pasteurization is an
entirely different process of rapid heating and cooling. The terms
“treated with radiation’r or “treated by irradiation” should be
retained because they accurately portray the irradiation process.

Consumers have a right to know how their food has been .
processed. Please ensure that labeling requirements are
strengthened, not weakened.

.Sincerely

Fy2—.
Wendy erron
Executive Director
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